
Dark Space Transformation Checklist 
1. Assess Your Space 

• Identify the Dark Zones: Make a list of all rooms or corners lacking natural light (e.g., 
hallways, bathrooms, basements). 

• Measure Current Light Levels: Use a light meter or free smartphone app to get a rough 
idea of how dim these spaces really are. 

• Note Usage Patterns: Understand how often and why each dark space is used (e.g., quick 
pass-through vs. extended stay). 

2. Define Your Goals 

• Purpose: Are you aiming for better aesthetics, lower energy usage, or improved ventilation? 

• Budget and Timeline: Decide how much you’re willing to invest and by when you’d like the 
transformation completed. 

3. Explore Skylight Options 

• Tubular Skylights: Ideal for small, enclosed spaces like closets, corridors, or windowless 
bathrooms. 

• Fixed Skylights: Best for large rooms needing constant natural light without extra 
ventilation. 

• Ventilated (Operable) Skylights: Suited to kitchens, bathrooms, or humid areas where 
releasing hot air is beneficial. 

• Custom or Architectural Skylights: Great for heritage homes or unique roof layouts 
requiring bespoke solutions. 

4. Consider Complementary Design Elements 

• Reflective Surfaces: Lighter paint colours, glossy finishes, and strategically placed mirrors 
can magnify incoming daylight. 

• Smart Blinds or Shading: Control light intensity and reduce glare, especially in sunny 
Australian climates. 

• Pair with LED Fixtures: Use motion-sensor or dimmable LEDs for night-time or gloomy 
weather, keeping energy bills in check. 

5. Check Local Regulations & Permits 

• Council Requirements: Investigate if you need building permits—particularly for heritage 
properties or bushfire-prone zones. 

• Australian Standards: Ensure compliance with relevant codes (e.g., AS 1288 for glazing, 
AS/NZS 4284 for weatherproofing). 



6. Plan for Ventilation & Insulation 

• Condensation Control: If the space is prone to dampness (e.g., basement or bathroom), 
choose skylights with good ventilation features or pair them with an extractor fan. 

• Thermal Efficiency: Opt for double glazing or low-emissivity (Low-E) coatings to keep the 
space comfortable year-round. 

7. Budgeting & Incentives 

• Initial Costs vs. Long-Term Savings: Weigh potential energy bill reductions against skylight 
and installation expenses. 

• Government Rebates: Check if any state-level energy upgrades or council grants apply to 
your skylight installation, especially if you’re adding solar or energy-efficient models. 

8. Select a Qualified Installer 

• Experience Counts: Choose certified skylight professionals familiar with Australian roofing 
styles (tile, metal, etc.). 

• Warranty & Aftercare: Ensure both product and labour warranties are in place. Ask about 
any free follow-up inspections. 

9. Installation & Safety 

• Schedule & Prep: Clear furniture and plan for debris or dust if roofing sections need 
cutting. 

• Roof Access: Confirm that installers have safe access—steep roofs may require additional 
safety gear or scaffolding. 

10. Post-Installation Maintenance 

• Routine Cleaning: Keep skylights clear of leaves, bird droppings, or debris—especially after 
storms. 

• Seal & Flashing Inspections: Check for cracks or wear around the edges once or twice a 
year. 

• Ventilation Check: If it’s operable, test open/close functions regularly; lubricate hinges if 
needed. 

11. Track Your Results 

• Energy Bills: Note any decreases in electricity use for lighting or HVAC over the next few 
months. 

• Ambient Light Levels: Re-measure or simply observe how your space feels—has the 
transformation improved comfort and aesthetics? 

• User Feedback: If it’s a family area or commercial space, gather opinions to see if the 
changes meet everyone’s needs. 



Ready to Get Started? 

1. Review this Checklist and highlight the points most relevant to your home’s design and 
challenges. 

2. Gather Quotes from reputable skylight installers and discuss any special requirements 
(e.g., bushfire-rated skylights). 

Implement in Phases if you have multiple dark zones—focus on the highest-priority space first to 
see immediate benefits. 


